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Next Meeting:
Jan. 15, 2009

Carlyle’s Grill
3660 Jackson Rd
Ann Arbor, Ml
(West of Wagner Rd, at Quality Cinemas)

Pre-Dinner Meeting: 5:45pm, $12

Speaker Barbara S. Christy
Topic: “Dialing for Dollars: The Crazy
World of Healthcare Reimbursement”

After-Dinner Meeting: 7pm, $25

Speaker Barbara S. Christy
Topic: “Dialing for Dollars: The Crazy
World of Healthcare Reimbursement”

Carlyle’s Menu
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RSVP TODAY! Make your reservation today
with Mary Cortese at mfcgram@yahoo.com or
call her at (734)-434-6218

Number 7

Happy Holidays!

IMA’'s 9" Annual Student Leadership Conference in
Jacksonville, Florida was a resounding success. With over
300 registrants from 28 states representing 55
colleges/universities, the Conference provided participants
with an opportunity to network with students, faculty, and
professionals from across the country, learn new insights into
the world of management accounting, and better understand
the value of IMA®




Epilogue: IMA 9™ Annual Student Leadership Conference in Jacksonville
By Hyun-Jin Choi

One morning in late September I received an email from Bill Ebright, the President of the Ann Arbor
Chapter. The message that | received from the email said “Hyun-Jin is going to Jacksonville, Florida! We won the
IMA MEF Grant!” When | told Vanessa Frankowski and Meigin Lu about the news, | got a hooray with excitement
for being selected to attend the IMA Student Leadership Conference.

It was a clear blue sky when we arrived in Jacksonville with temperatures above 70 degrees. When our taxi
driver told us that it was a little bit cold in the morning, we asked what was cold to her in the morning. We just
laughed when she said, “It’s around 60 degrees”. The first day’s agenda was registration, opening reception, and
exhibitions. As we stopped at many booths to get information, | also had a chance to talk to Jodi Ryan and Stephen
Shepard from the national IMA staff.

The second day started with a welcome session with all students, faculty, and conference speakers. Even
though I only know two people in the room, I felt that | was a part of one big group. In the morning we attended two
general sessions; Lessons learned in the Dynamic Game of Business and IFRS: The Changing Landscape. During
the IFRS presentation, there were many questions regarding impacts on business, accounting professions, and even
on certificate exams.

At a lunch table, we sat with a conference speaker, a professor from Johnson & Wales University, and
students from other universities. After self introductions around the table, someone asked what | do at work. Besides
my work duties, | also mentioned why | switched my job from public accounting into a governmental field. The
professor then added that many professionals eventually turn their careers into management accounting.




Student Conference, Continued

Then Joe Nairon, President of the IMA, Jacksonville Florida Chapter, stopped by at our lunch table. I asked
Joe how the Jacksonville Chapter in trying to become connected with the student members. “We want a diverse group
in terms of age. We don’t want students to feel the IMA Chapter is for mid-aged accountants only. We offer very
lower monthly meeting costs ($5.00) to attract them to participate. They also receive a T-shirt with the IMA logo, not a
polo shirt. We contacted Art major students and were given a good deal”. Later Vanessa and Meigin told me that they
got so many ideas by talking with others.

Supply Chain Management and Forensic Accounting: The Fraud Busters were another popular presentations.
As the speakers shared their experiences and knowledge, it made the presentations so much more alive and interesting.
After a long day, we went back to the hotel for a short break and then headed out to Jacksonville Jaguars Stadium for
an evening dinner and social event. Sitting outside at a picnic table in November for a BBQ dinner was very cool to
someone from Michigan.

Since Saturday had a half day program, it seemed to go by fast. At the closing session, we had a presentation:
Why Do Smart People Do Dumb Things. Patrick Kuhse’s own story from prosperous stockbroker to prisoner for 4
&1/2 years and now being a consultant on business ethics was very dramatic yet powerful. Even the taxi driver to the
airport talked about Patrick’s presentation. “This is my sixth time to go to the airport for today’s IMA student
conference, and they talked about that guy. | haven’t heard one bad thing about the conference; it must have been
really good”.

Before the trip, Sue Bos told me that she attended the IMA student conference 4-5 times as non student. She
said | would learn a lot and like the conference. Sue was right. While it was promoted as a student conference, and |
had heard of most of the technical topics, the conference had the extra dimension that made it worthwhile for me as a
professional. The student conference was a genuine example that the IMA wants to support and to be involved with
students. It was a truly inspirational and motivational experience.
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Change of Address Instructions

Please update your address, phone, and email at the IMA national web site www.imanet.org.
ALSO email Jim Casper at jcasper@provide.net so that our Chapter has your updates.
If you have questions, call our local chapter board member Mary Cortese at 734-434-6218.




