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Annual Economic Forecast
Wednesday
January 18, 2011

Damon’s (4960 Towne Centre Rd,  Saginaw, MI 48604)

Dinner Speaker: Jonathan M. Gardey, CFA, CFP of Gardey Financial Advisors will review the changes in the economy over the past year, and provide us with an update on the economic outlook for the U.S. and Michigan.

5:30 p.m.	Networking
6:00 p.m.	Presentation
7:00 p.m.	Dinner
8:00 p.m.	Board Meeting


RSVP by Friday, January 13 to Courtney Schoch via e-mail courtneyschoch@gmail.com or telephone at 989-274-7176 


Also, be sure to put the next upcoming meeting on your calendar:
Awards Night - and an Ethics CPE – April 18, 2012 at Northwood
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President’s Message



Happy New Year!  Well, let’s hope it will be…  Although I hope Jon will bring good news in his annual economic forecast, his report is always thought provoking and enlightening.  I hope you can plan on joining us for the January meeting.  The company where I work had a very prosperous year and I was fortunate enough to be involved in giving back to the community with volunteer time and food donations.  It made me think about how the IMA can give back.  I feel like we already give our members great CPE sessions at no cost, networking opportunities, and good dinners at great locations across the Tri-Cities.  Make your new year’s resolution to take advantage of these opportunities and join us on January 18th.  You’ll be glad you did!


						Jennifer
Jennifer Rezler - President

  







About our speaker:
[image: Gardey Jonathan Colorweb]
Jonathan M. Gardey, CFA®, CFP®, President, Director of Research, and Chairman of the firm’s Investment Committee, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin.  He also earned a Master of Business Administration degree in Finance and in Money & Financial Markets from Columbia University, New York City.  He is a Chartered Financial Analyst® charterholder and a Certified Financial Planner™ professional.  Jon previously served as an officer in the U.S. Navy.  He has been employed by Gardey Financial Advisors since 1993 and is a member of the CFA Institute, CFA Society of Detroit, and the Northeastern Michigan Estate Planning Council.  He has participated in the work of the CFA Institute and in the analysis and evaluation of commercial real estate investments.  He is a Registered Players Financial Advisor with the NFL Players Association and is authorized to provide financial and investment advice to its members.
From: http://www.gardey.com/our-team/















Earning Your CMA Designation

There are many benefits of passing the CMA exam. Certification gives you a competitive advantage when searching for a new position or asking for a raise. You will show your peers, your current employers, and any prospective employers that you have the knowledge and skills as well as the commitment and motivation it takes to prepare for and pass the CMA exam.  So, what keeps you from taking the next step even though you know the benefits of being certified? Are you too busy at work? Does your family occupy all your free time? Are you having trouble finding the money?

Maybe you have considered taking the exam, but you think you commit to too many hours a week already to justify finding the time to study. Let's think about it differently. Finding the time to study is actually a necessity because once you pass the exam, you will have many more career opportunities. These opportunities may include better and more flexible hours, an increase in pay, or a new position. You have already shown your commitment to the company by putting in long hours and great effort; now show your commitment to yourself and the profession.

Often, potential candidates are short on time because they are too busy with their children's extracurricular activities. However, your kids should be THE reason you DO take the exam. Your children shouldn't be the reason you don't take the exam.  Set an example:  While your kids are doing their homework, you can study for the exam. You will show them you are never too old to continue learning.  Once you pass the exam and become a higher-earning CMA, you can adjust your free time more liberally and devote more of your time and resources to your children.

It is also not uncommon to hear people say they can't afford to pay for the exam fees and/or review materials.  However, if you think about the exam as an investment in your future that you will be cashing in on for many years to come, you will realize that it will cost you more to not prepare for and pass the CMA exam. Some options for raising the funds needed include asking your employer to help you with the expenses, applying for scholarships through professional organizations, and requesting money from relatives for your next birthday, holiday, or graduation. 

Your Saginaw Valley IMA Chapter has partnered with Gleim to ensure your success on the CMA exam! Working together, we will provide the necessary tools to prepare you for this difficult exam.  As a Saginaw Valley Chapter member, you receive significant discounts on the Gleim CMA Review materials and Gleim CPE. Contact Melissa Leonard at 800.874.5346 ext. 131 or melissa.leonard@gleim.com to take advantage of the offer or if you have any questions.

Melissa Leonard
Gleim Chapter Coordinator
melissa.leonard@gleim.com
http://www.gleim.com



EMPLOYMENT NEWS AND MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Member Looking for Position
Martine Bouffard is seeking a challenging accounting career opportunity with a well-established organization where excellent analytical, organizational, and people skills can help to promote the company’s success and profitability.  Martine will welcome any leads and can be contacted directly at mjbouffard@comcast.net or 248.328.0591 (home) or 248.238.7318 (cell).

Student Member Looking for Position
George J. Voelker, a student member of our Chapter, is looking for either full-time (preferred) or part-time employment.  He is in his last two semesters at Delta before transferring to Northwood for his final year.  George will welcome any leads and can be contacted directly at georgevoelker@gmail.com or 989.545.9107.  Also, I do have his resume and cover letter should anyone wish to receive it.

Position Opening
Global Consulting is looking to fill openings in Metro-Detroit, Central Michigan, Ohio, as well as in various national and international locations.  These opportunities exist in: Audit, Tax, Accounting and Finance, with positions ranging from analyst to director.  For more information, contact Britney Helsing.

Britney Helsing
Staffing Consultant
Global Consulting, Inc.
(248) 489-1900 (office)
(586) 924-7412 cell

Member Announcements
We are always interested in hearing about any new roles or accomplishments of our members.  Please let me know of your new announcements to share in our upcoming newsletters.

Adeline M. Wicker
Team Leader Employment
989.891.1017 Ext 102
amwicker@craftcastcompanyinc.com

Are you LinkedIn?
LinkedIn is an online professional networking site with several million members worldwide. LinkedIn members can connect to professional associates either directly or through groups based on: geography; academic associations; professional certifications or business interests. Members use the site for keeping up to date with colleagues, old and new, regarding industry best practices; IT developments; referrals; employment opportunities; and focused business news. There is no fee for a basic user account and members may control how much they wish to disclose publicly and/or within their networks. There are several LinkedIn groups for accountants, auditors, financial managers, etc. The IMA sponsors an official LinkedIn group called CMA© Connection which has over 3,850 members to date. To learn more or join, see www.linkedin.com.


2010-2011 IMA Saginaw Valley Chapter Board of Directors

	President
	Jennifer Rezler
	jennifer.rezler@mersen.com

	Treasurer
	Mary Smith
	marysmith@stevensworldwide.com

	Secretary
	Larry Kickham
	lkickham@svsu.edu

	Team Leader—Administration
	Julie Goldman
	jagnow0805@att.net

	Team Leader—Membership
	Gretchen Stuart
	Gretchen.Stuart@plantemoran.com

	Team Leader—Special Activities
	Mary Smith
	marysmith@stevensworldwide.com

	Team Leader—Employment
	Adeline Wicker
	amwicker@craftcastcompanyinc.com

	Team Leader—4 Meetings
	Courtney Schoch
	courtneyschoch@gmail.com

	Team Leader—Newsletter
	Christopher Light
	culight@dow.com

	Team Leader—Public Relations
	Harold Cook
	hcookmi@aol.com

	Web Master
	Doug Kline
	DKline@rowepsc.com

	Adviser
	Julie Goldman
	jagnow0805@att.net

	Web Master - Elect
	Toni Clegg
	antoinetteclegg@delta.edu
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